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Marine Life Center Rises
Fundraising ‘Mermaid Ball’ planned for Friday.
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The streetscape of Buzzards Bay is changing as the new National Marine Life Center hospital takes shape. NMLC Director Kathryn
Zagzebski said construction of the new building, which will be covered with translucent panels that will allow rehabilitating turtles,
seals, and even dolphins and small whales to experience natural changes in light levels, is on schedule. She expects the hospital to be
open by October 31, ready for the marine animal stranding season. The center’s Mermaid Ball, an annual fundraiser that helps pay for
the center’s operation, is set for next Friday.

Fundraising Ball Planned As New Marine
Life Center Rises Along Main Street




By DIANA T. BARTH

The opportunity to dress up
like a mermaid, or a pirate, and
contribute to a good cause has
come around again. The National
Marine Life Center’s Mermaid
Ball is next Friday, and tickets
are still available.

The event is made more timely
this year because the framework
for the center’s rehabilitation
hospital is now rising on Main
Street.

The innovative building, de-
signed by architects Cosestudi of
Rochester, is going up with the
help of general contractor W.W.
Reich of Mashpee. The hospital
facade will feature a clear, poly-
carbonate wall with marine ani-
mal decals

The first floor of the new cen-
ter will contain a pool for the
rehabilitation of cold-stunne
and stranded sea turtles, as
as a larger one for dnlphm\s an
small whales. A seal ward is also
planned. A second-floor mez-
zanine will house life support
equipment and provide addition-
al program space.

Phase one of the construction,
the life-support or pumping sta-
tion structure, has been complet-
ed and is located to the rear of
the complex.

Phase three, a new Discovery

Center, is slated to replace the
existing mural-covered building,
and is about three years down the
road, said NMLC Director Kath-
ryn A, Zagzebski. In the mean-
time, she said, the existing build-
ing will be connected to the new
hospital via a covered ramp.

While funding, including grant
money, is in place for a significant
portion of the expansion, equip-
ment and operating costs rely on
donations and fundraising events
like the upcoming Mermaid Ball.

Hosted at the Massachusetts
Maritime Academy by Admiral
Richard G. Gurnon, the ball will
begin with a reception at 6 PM,
where food and drink will be
served to the tunes of the percus-
sion group Explicit Noise.

This jumpstart to the festivi-
ties, tickets to which are $100 per
person, will he followed' h}r live
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the Lady will follow until 11 PM.

All proceeds from the ball go
directly to the nonprofit center.

Both live and silent auctions
will offer opportunities to con-
tribute to the marine rehabilita-
tion hospital, located in a strand-
ing hot spot.

One of the items up for bid, or-
ganizers said, is the chance for
a once-in-a-lifetime experience:
the chance to captain a super-
tanker as it leaves Boston Harbor
via the maritime academy’s state-
of-the-art bridge simulator.

Other auction items include
the chance to pilot a real tugboat
through Cape Cod Canal, or join
a sea turtle rescue mission, help-
ing save the lives of tiny turtles
on Cape Cod.

At 930 PM, the Marine Life
Center staff has said they will
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unique item ever presented for
auction, staff said. Only those
guests who are at the ball will
have an opportunity to bid for it.

Tickets for the Mermaid Ball
can be obtained online at www.
nmlc.org, by phone at 508-743-
9888; or by visiting the NMLC Dis-
covery Center, open seven days a
week from 10 AM to 5 PM at 120
Main Street, Buzzards Bay.

A full list of auction items, and
of the center’s 2009 sponsors, are
also available online, as are art-
ists’ renderings of how the center
will look, when completed.
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